
James 1:27 - Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is to look after orphans and widows in their distress.
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General Inquiries

Notice Board
 Our current  needs:

Your prayers and financial support are greatly 
appreciated.

  Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry

     #101- 33119 South Fraser Way 

     Abbotsford, BC V2S 2B1

     Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry 

     PO Box 897  

         Chico, CA 95927

?

?We have several children needing surgeries or specialized 
medical care that are far above our budgeted amounts. 
Please consider giving to our medical needs.

? We still have a need for more furnishing and appliances for 
the new homes.

?We are raising funds for a poultry barns at Grace Academy

? Please visit our web site at: www.seedsofhopecm.com to 
view our urgent needs.

? Widow’s Jar Fund.

?Please consider purchasing a CD of the 
Grace Children`s Choir  or Seeds 

of Hope Coffee.  Phone our office or 
visit our web site for details.

In Canada please make cheques out to:

Or in the USA:

Please consider what you can do to help with our child 
sponsor needs.  

“ ”
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Mission Statement

Seeds of Hope Children’s 
Ministry is committed to 
serving Jesus Christ.
Our mission is to help 
orphans and the less 
fortunate around the 
world by sharing God’s 
love and what He has 
blessed us with. We have 
a particular call in the 
area of caring for 
children who are either 
infected or affected with 
HIV/AIDS

-------------------------------

Seeds of Hope Children's Ministry is on Facebook.  Follow us on 
Facebook  and invite your friends to learn about this ministry.  

Seeds of Hope Children`s Ministry is a certified member of the 
Canadian Council of Christian Charities and abides by all its strict  
ethical and financial standards, including annual audits by an 
independent accounting firm.  Spending of funds is confined to 
programs and projects approved by the organization. Each 
restricted contribution designated with the understanding that when 
the need for such a program or project has been met or cannot be 
completed for any reason determined by the organization, the 
remaining restricted  contributions will be used where needed most. 

Abundant life 

“Sowing life, love and laughter”

by John Chalkias Executive Director

 has been 
our motto since our founding and it has very 
much been our vision.  What does it mean?  It 
means that our vision is not only to save the 
lives of children but to give them a loving 
home, where they are nurtured and given a 
family.  A place of love, a place they can 
grow in the knowledge that God loves them 
and has a plan for their lives.  A place of 
healing where they can start healing not only 
from disease but also from loss, grief, 
rejection, abuse or neglect.   A place of 
laughter where kids can be kids.  We call it 
Grace Academy, “A Place of Grace”.  It can 
also be a place of mischief.  Recently, we 
were in Zambia  with a team from my home 
church, Main Street Church from Chilliwack, 
BC.  Bringing teams is a real joy for us as we 
are able to show people how the Lord is using 
Seeds of Hope in helping children and their 
communities and how we are Sowing life, 
love and laughter.  

We were there 
during Father's 
Day and noticed 
the kids were 
being secretive.  
We thought 
perhaps the kids 
were planning 
something 
special for the 
dads on the 
team.  Maybe 
they were going 
to bake a cake or 
something but 
instead they 

organized a water balloon ambush!  All the 
dads were soaked and then it turned into a 

free for all.  
Everyone 
was soaked 
and there 
was so 
much 
laughter.  
Kids 
giggling 

with glee as they doused us with water. That is 
my favorite sound in the world, children 
laughing.  
It was also a real eye opener for the  team as we 
got to show them the community we work in 
and the desperate needs of so many people.  
One of the programs we did was giving out 
hygiene kits to women and teenage girls. For 
women in poor communities not having 
hygiene products means days missed from 
school and work, embarrassment and isolation 
for days each month.  The women on the team 
were part of this outreach held in a local church 
where hundreds of women came to receive the 
luxury of washable pads, buckets and other 
products.  During sharing that night the women 
on the team talked about how overwhelming it 
was to see women so desperate for things we 
take for granted.  We had opportunities to share 
at local churches in local shanty compounds.  
The contrast of joyful singing, dancing and 
worshiping God together in the midst of such 
utter poverty challenged our faith as we realized 
the riches of what their faith means.  
Our motto came alive as our team joined our 

kids in their daily living and some 
extracurricular activities. We took part in 
sporting events, talent shows and outings.  
Again, lots of laughter!
The hardest thing the team had to grasp was 
again the contrast of life at Grace and life in the 
shanties.  One evening, I was called by 

Jesus; “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full”. - John 10:10

Please call our office for more 
information on how you can get 
involved.  We have several ways 
you can help including helping at 
our office, going on a team project 
or helping arrange a speaking 
engagements with our directors 
John or Susan Chalkias.

Seeds of Hope Children`s Ministry 

Thank you for helping us make a difference in the lives 
of children and their communities.

Sowing life, love and laughter

Continued on page 2

Seeds of Hope
 21st Annual Fundraising Banquet

Saturday, October 1, 
Come and hear the stories of how lives are being 

changed around the  world through Seeds of Hope 
Children’s Ministry!

Tickets: $25 each 
or $180 for table of 8 

Venue: Christian Life Community 
Church 

35131 Straiton Road, Abbotsford, 
BC 

Please call: (604)870-4810 or email us at 
admin@seedsofhopecm.com

Dr. Bruce Gerry got 
water bombed!

Saying good - bye after church



Helping children and their communities since 1995
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social welfare to go to one of the shanty compounds for a family They should protected, loved and nurtured.  It should be safe to 
visit.  I took Pastor Chris from the team to accompany me along be child.  
with an interpreter.  I wouldn't say it is one of the safest places We are so thankful 
to go to in the evening.  We were jeered by drunks as we walked for teams and 
by and soon were followed by a crowd of onlookers wondering volunteers.  
what two white dudes were doing in their neighborhood.  All the John and Margo 
homes were makeshift and dilapidated, the street was actually Johnson are a 
just a path that was littered with beer cartons and garbage.   retired couple from 
Soon we were at the home of the mother we came to visit.  Her California who 
home was more like a shed the size of maybe 8 x 6 feet.  It was volunteer at Grace 
completely dark because she did not have any electricity.  We Academy each year 
were almost mobbed by neighbours who now were all at the for about 6 weeks.  
house wondering why we were there.  After our meeting with John is an electrical 
the mom and assuring her we will do all we can to help her son, engineer who works 
we left back down the path we came on with children following with our 
calling out “Sweets! Sweets!”, hoping to get candies from us.  maintenance team and fixes whatever is broken and Margo 
Parallel to our path ran a stream of raw sewage and next to it teaches crafts and games with the kids.  One of the activities 
kneeled a little girl, maybe 3 years old in bare feet and a tattered they did with the kids was making balloon animals. What 
t-shirt.  She was holding a stick that she was stirring the filth as pleased me so much is they included Michael.  Michael recently 
it flowed by.   When we got in the car, Pastor Chris was clearly came to us from a very poor orphanage where he was not 
shaken by this little girl.  I didn't even see her, I was too busy receiving the care that he needed.  He suffers from “brittle bone 

keeping my eye out for the adults and trying to be safe.  disease” and he literally came to us broken.  We have connected 
However, I have seen this too often, it is something that I can with a hospital in South Africa that will be treating him.  We 
never get used to.  It is devastating to see a child in this have 24 hour a day care for Michael and he loves being at 
situation.  It makes you wonder, how will she ever survive, what Grace.
will become of her, what kind of horrific life will she have Thank you for making it possible for us to make being a kid fun 
living in a place like this?  I thought of the kids at Grace and safe for our kids.  Thank you for your generous support for 
Academy, they all have come from these places.  They too came our child sponsorship program.  Child sponsorship enables us to 
from situations of abuse, being neglected, malnourished, sick provide good housing, nutrition, medical care, education and 
but now everything has changed.  most of all love for all of our children.  If you are not already a 
The next morning I got up early and as I was walking to the child sponsor, please call our office to find out more about this 
cafeteria, I was met by a group of “bikers”.  These guys are program.  You can also give to our “Widows Jar” which makes 
notorious for “terrorizing” the caregivers.  We call them “God's it possible for us to care for widows and their children in times 
little Angels” and as I walked by them, I thought of the little girl of emergency.  You can also visit our website and view our gift 
playing in the sewage and thought “This is how children should catalogue for more ideas. www.seedsofhopecm.com
play”.  Children should be playing with bikes and toys and 
puzzles.  

Continued from page 1

Teams
People often ask what do teams do?  Here are a few examples:

Upcoming teams:
October - 12 - 28  Bricklayers team to Zambia
Bricklayers wanted to build and to teach.
January 2017 - Building team - open
March / April building team - limited space
Phone our office for more details: (604) 870-4810

Sharing in local churches
Praying for kids in the community

Taking part in the talent night at 
Grace Academy

Feeding program at village 
school

Making friends

Sharing testimonies around a camp fire

Feeding Program - caring for street 
kids in partnership with Christian 
World Outreach

Teaching First Aid to our care-givers, teachers 
and construction crew.
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