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General Inquiries

Notice Board
           Our current  needs:
? Summer time is often the lowest time of year for giving as 

people are busy with their family on vacation and enjoying 
time with their children.  Please prayerfully remember Seeds 
of Hope and the work that we do.

? We have over 450 Education Sponsorships to date.  Our 
goal is to reach 800 to meet our Education Budget. Please 
help us by sharing this Education Sponsorship Program with 
people you know who may be able to share $7.50/month. 
See ‘Automatic Payment Form’ on reverse.

?Ongoing funding needs for Buseko Children’s Home and         
Grace Academy in Zambia.

? Funding for the building project at Grace Academy.

?We have numerous children needing sponsors in Zambia and           
in Myanmar.

? Please visit our web site at: www.seedsofhopecm.com to 
view our urgent needs.

? Widow’s Jar Fund.
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Mission Statement

Seeds of Hope Children’s 
Ministry is committed to 
serving Jesus Christ.
Our mission is to help 
orphans and the less 
fortunate around the 
world by sharing God’s 
love and what He has 
blessed us with. We have 
a particular call in the 
area of caring for 
children who are either 
infected or affected with 
HIV/AIDS

-------------------------------

Saving the lives of children, building hope in 
communities, restoring families, providing 

education and providing medical care.
Seeds of Hope Coffee ~ have another cup!

To order your coffee please go to: 
www.seedsofhopecoffee.com 

or call our office at 1(877) 236 - HOPE (4673) 

And on that day they offered great sacrifices, rejoicing because God had given 
them great joy. The women and children also rejoiced. The sound of rejoicing in 
Jerusalem could be heard far away. Nehemiah 12:42-44

 John’s 2014 Cross Canada Tour 

June 17   Athabasca Regional Multiplex
7:00pm Dessert Evening

June 18 St. Albert Alliance Church
7:00pm Dessert Evening

June 22 Altona EMMC
7:30pm Dessert Evening

June 24 Bethel Bible Chapel, Sault Ste Marie
7:00pm Dessert Evening

July 5 Stanley Park Church, Kitchener
7:00pm Dessert Evening

July 6 Garrison Road Church, Fort Erie
6:00pm Strawberry Shortcake Social

Please join us to hear what’s new at Seeds of Hope!

Celebrating Our Children 
by John Chalkias, Executive Director

June 4th  started early for  the children at 

Grace Academy. Excitement and anticipation 

filled the air.  The night before was spent 

decorating the cafeteria. The American, 

Australian, Canadian and Zambian flags were 

hung and streamers ran from wall to wall.  

Food was prepared, songs practised and 

school was cancelled. Everything was ready 

and the day had arrived. As many children as 

possible hopped in our 24 seat bus.  Drums, 

banners and the welcome home sign were 

loaded.  The rest of the children stayed behind 

but  cheered and hollered as the bus left the 

driveway. Permission was asked for and 

granted by the airport authorities to host a VIP 

welcome, usually reserved for diplomats.   As 

far as our Grace family was concerned a 

prince was arriving! ...they were welcoming 

their brother,  Shepherd,  home. 

Shepherd was sent to Ghana for lifesaving 

surgery to remove a large hump on his back.  

He and his caregiver, Annie, were gone for six 

months at FOCOS Hospital, a renowned 

facility specializing in spinal procedures.

Shepherd first came to us in March 2013.  He 

was living in extremely poor conditions in 

another orphanage. The hump on his back 

was pressing against his spine causing him to 

be incontinent.  When he messed himself, he 

did not have a mom to care for him, clean him 

or supply a change of clothes. All he had was 

devastating shame and jeers from others.

When Shepherd was admitted to Grace he was 

warmly received by his new brothers and sisters 

and instantly loved and cared for by his new dorm 

mom.  We made sure he had pull ups to wear so he 

wasn’t embarrassed. Immediately we began to 

look for medical help for him.  Shepherd and 

Annie flew to Ghana in December and surgery 

took place  March 6th.   

Grace Academy is a place where miracles happen 

and lives are transformed. Our children come to 

us suffering the effects of malnutrition, sickness, 

extended family rejection, and grief of losing 

parents and home.  Many children come 

bewildered by their loss and suffering, but 

everything changes for them as they are loved and 

cared for and as they learn that God loves them 

and how special they are. 

As Shepherd's plane 

arrived on the tarmac a 

celebrat ion erupted.   

Drums started beating, 

and the kids started 

singing, shouting and 

dancing. Other people 

wondered what was going 

on. Who was arriving? Why all the fuss?  Finally, 

Shepherd and Annie walked through the arrivals 

door expecting  only a driver to pick them up, not 

anyone else. Both their faces lit up with joy... the 

joy of knowing they are loved, honoured, 

cherished and  part of a really big family!  Thank 

you  for being a part of this family too.  Thank you 

for helping us help children  in desperate need and 

for truly making a difference in their lives.
Seeds of Hope Children's Ministry is on Facebook.  Follow us on 
Facebook  and invite your friends to learn about this ministry.  

Seeds of Hope Children`s Ministry is a certified member of the 
Canadian Council of Christian Charities and abides by all its strict  
ethical and financial standards, including annual audits by an 
independent accounting firm.  Spending of funds is confined to 
programs and projects approved by the organization. Each 
restricted contribution designated with the understanding that 
when the need for such a program or project has been met or 
cannot be completed for any reason determined by the 
organization, the remaining restricted  contributions will be used 
where needed most. 

     In Canada please make cheques to:

     Or in the USA:

     Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry

101- 33119 South Fraser Way 

     Abbotsford, BC V2S 2B1

     Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry USA

     PO Box 897  

     Chico, CA 95927

     #

Your prayers and financial 
support are greatly 

appreciated.

Thank you!
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You Are Blessed! 
By Susan Chalkias, Director of Operations
June..its finally June.  We have all  had a long winter and are so 
thrilled to have sunshine.  We love summer!
The hardware store is full of lawn products, camping gear, 
barbeques and bikes.  I walked around the store needing to buy 
grass seed and a new sprinkler but needed to process my future 
purchase.   
When I got into the car I said to John, “How can life be so 
different for two people?”  I did nothing to deserve my life 
here in Canada.  I live in a beautiful home.  When it's cold I 
turn on the heat.  When it's hot I turn on the air conditioner.  
When my dishes are dirty I put them in the dishwasher.  When 
my clothes are dirty I put them in the washing machine.  When 
my carpets are dirty I pull out the vacuum.  I can run a bath 
with unlimited water or have a warm shower and lather with 
soap.  If it's dark I flip a switch and make it light.  If I have a 
headache I take a Tylenol and crawl into my large comfy bed.  I 
have cable for entertainment and a car to get from point A to 
point B. I am truly blessed.
As I sat in the car with John I was  trying to feel okay with my 
seed.  Seed, so I can have nice grass.  There are mothers in the 
world who cannot feed their children or buy medicine and here 
I was buying seed so I could have nice grass.  It's hard for me to 

process the vast differences 
in our lives.  
           
Just one month ago in 
Zambia I came across a 10 
year old girl.  Her mother 
died in November and she 
was left to care for her two 
younger brothers (8 yrs and 2 
yrs).  The neighbors helped 
to feed them but this young 
girl didn't just lose her mom, 
she lost her childhood.  When 
she should be playing, she 
was carrying around her 
brother on her back.    We 
admitted all three children.   

A van of white people drove up and you think these children would 
be scared.  Instead smiles, big smiles; they saw HOPE.  We piled the 
kids into the van and on the floor was a tomato.  The girl picked up 
the tomato and took a big bite, she then raised her fingers to her 
mouth asking if we are going to feed her.  Survival.  We took her to 
Grace Academy and got her settled into her new home.  The next day 
she showed up and we are barely able to recognize her.  She was 
dressed  in new clothes with a beautiful headband and beaming a 
BIG smile.

On that same day we were led to a 
mud hut.  We were shocked to see 
a young lady in her 20's propped 
up in the corner, sitting on a dirt 
floor.  No possessions, no 
mattress to sit on, no food, no 
comforts.  I arranged to have her 
brought to the hospital and we 
admitted her two year son who 
had nobody to take care of him.

Then just a week later I was in a 
refugee camp on the Thai 
Myanmar border.  We visited two 
orphanages that had no beds, no 
furniture, no toys, no blankets 
and depended on the local bible 
school for food.  The only thing that caught my eye was a poster on 
the wall that helps  kids identify land mines.
That  same week I met  a 16 year old Burmese (Myanmese)  girl who 
lived in a school in Thailand.  She is a teenager without  country.  
Her mom died when she was just one year old.  Her father was 
tortured and killed by soldiers when she was 6 and she was brought 
to this school.  Due to her refugee status she has not left the school in 
11 years.

So my friends, you are blessed.  I am not saying you are wrong for 
buying grass seed or beautiful flowers.  I am saying you are 
showered with blessings.   Please consider sharing your blessings by 
sponsoring a child.  Take your blessings and multiply them by being 
a blessing.  Sponsor a child today!

Grace 2 Thailand Missions Trip
By John Chalkias, Executive Director
One of the things we teach our children at Grace Academy is the 
importance of service. They have learned this several ways 
starting with serving each other.  They are also involved in local 
outreach in villages near Grace Academy.  They  perform and 
share testimonies of God's goodness in their lives, children 
sharing the Gospel with other children in their native language.  
They have also done work projects like helping build homes.  
Another thing we always tell our children is that God has big 
plans for their lives, plans that we cannot even imagine. Last 
year when we started planning to take a team from Grace 
Academy on a missions trip to Thailand, it was the beginning of 
our children realizing this was true.  You need to remember that 
our children are all orphaned, most are HIV positive, they come 
to us very ill and in destitute condition, rejected by their relatives 
and seen as a burden to their community.  No one ever thought 
that anything good could become of them but now they were 
going to Thailand as ambassadors of the Gospel!  

Our first stop was Chiang Mai to join ten young people from The 
Agape Children's Home; the first home we started in 1996.  
The Grace kids performed in two churches that weekend. 

From there we travelled to Mai La with the Agape kids to 
minister in a refugee camp along the Thai Myanmar  border.  

The conditions at the camp were horrible.  We visited an 
orphanage in the camp which was absolutely destitute.

The children there had nothing 
and depended on food given to 
them by the Bible school that 
was on site.  There were no  
toys, furniture or anything in 
the home except for a poster on 
the wall showing the children 
how to identify land mines.  
During devotions that night, it 
was amazing to hear the Grace 
kids say things like how 
grateful they were and how 
blessed they felt. These are children that are also orphans and 
live in an orphanage. Many of them have HIV and have had 
lives of extreme poverty, kids that have so many reasons to 
complain but here they were thanking God.  After this we 
went to a nearby town and visited a residential school for 
refugee children.  
We performed for them and then they performed some of 
their Burmese songs for us. We gathered together to pray for 
each other and shared testimonies of God's goodness.  Again, 
to hear these heartbreaking stories from children who have 
lost their parents and have nothing, giving thanks to God, was 
both extremely humbling and emotionally moving.  Next we 
went to visit “Precious Gems”, our home in Yangon, 
Myanmar.  Probably the biggest highlight was seeing our 
children from Grace Academy connect with our children 
from the Agape Home in Thailand and the children from 
Precious Gems.  It was amazing to see the kinship and instant 
love they had for each other.  

C h i l d r e n  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  
continents and cultures were 
connected through God's Holy 
Spirit and Seeds of Hope.  All 
together our children visited 6 
orphanages and 4 churches, 
encouraging others with their 
stories, joyful music and 
testimonies.  Thank you to all 

who made this trip possible for our children.  Please visit our 
Facebook page to see more photos and videos of the things 
we saw and did  and share them with your friends.

" - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Pre-Authorized Payment Authorization

Name:_________________________________

Address:______________________________

City:____________________PC:___________

Phone#:_______________________________

Email:_________________________________

I would like to (please check):
£ Sponsor a child at $35 per month.  

£ Support Education Sponsorship.  Qty:_____ x $7.50=$________

£ Make a one-time donation to Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry.

£ Sponsor a Seeds of Hope Project. Name of Project:___________ 
Please Check a Payment Option Below:

£Pre-Authorized Debit:
I(we) authorize Seeds of Hope to process a debit, in paper, electronic or 
other form in the amount of $__________on my(our) account on the 1st____ 
or 16th____ of each month, beginning:____________.  I(we) acknowledge 
that I(we) have read and understood all provisions contained in the Terms 
and Conditions of the Pre-Authorized Payment as found on our website. 
Please include a void chq.

Signed:________________________Dated:______________

Signed:________________________Dated:______________

£Pre-Authorized Credit:
*please note* there is a 4% fee added for credit card pmnts*
I(we) authorize Seeds of Hope to process credit card payments 
in the amount of $_________ on the 1st____ or 16th____ of 
each month, beginning:______________.

Name on card:______________________________________

Credit Card#________________________________________

Expiry:___________ Signature:________________________
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